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ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE TURNS FIFTY 
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by OGDEN TANNER 


May 23rd marks the fiftieth anniversary, to the day, that President Wil- 
liam Howard Taft dedicated Carrére and Hastings’ magnificent New York 
Public Library building at Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street. To celebrate 
the occasion, the library staff plans a three-day series of functions start- 
ing with outdoor ceremonies at noon and continuing with various testi- 


monials and social events. 

To New York’s architectural fra- 
ternity, the main library should be 
a source of particular civic pride. 
Beside housing one of the world’s 
finest Art and Architecture collec- 
tions, it is among the foremost ex- 
amples of early 20th Century 
“modern Renaissance” architec- 
ture in America. In an ever-crowd- 
ing city its open spaces, prome- 
nades and park-like rest areas are 
increasingly becoming more cher- 
ished. 

The Library was built on the 
site of the old Croton Reservoir, 
and some of the original stone- 
work is contained in its founda- 
tioned. Its design and construction 
spanned some fourteen years, and 
as Harper’s Magazine observed at 
the time of its completion: “Few 


buildings in any time have been 
planned with greater patience and 
foresight, or have been executed 
with more technical care and re- 
finement.” 

Every fragment of the building, 
after thorough study, was drawn 
first in quarter scale, then three- 
quarter scale and finally in full 
scale. Carrère and Hastings pro- 
duced nearly 10,000 sketches and 
some 6,000 finished drawings. The 
remarkable precision of its con- 
struction is such that (it has been 
said), a two-block long knife edge 
passed horizontally through any 
seam of mortar would cut clearly 
through the entire building divid- 
ing corresponding seams in the ex- 
terior columns, piers and interior 
walls. Continued on Page 7 
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AIA SUPPORTS SENATE BILL 


Phillip Will, jr., President of the 
AIA gave full support of the AIA 
to the Williams Mass Transporta- 
tion Bill—S-345 now being consid- 
ered by the Senate. In a statement 
issued on March 30, 1961. He said: 


“The American Institute of Ar- 

chitects, many of whose 14,000 
members are engaged in large- 
scale design activity in communi- 
ties throughout the nation, support 
Federal assistance to State and 
local governments for improve- 
ment of mass transit services. 


The restoration and effective de- 
velopment of our urban centers 
are vital to our national economy. 
Such restoration and redevelop- 
ment can only be accomplished by 
comprehensive planning and de- 
sign. An integral part of such ac- 
tivity is the provision of effective 
transportation facilities. 


Our cities are strangling in ve- 
hicular traffic. Heavy reliance on 
movement by automobile through 
obsolete street patterns in con- 
gested areas has glutted our road- 
ways, hastened the decline of our 
downtown districts, and added 
steadily to the cost of services in 
our suburban areas. This strangu- 
lation by traffic can only be eased 
by effective development of mass 
transportation. If we are to depend 
upon automobiles alone for urban 
transportation, we face the ulti- 
mate prospect of a paved urban 
landscape in which the needs of 
the community are subordinated 
to that of a single means of con- 
veyance. 


The Congress, through passage 
of a number of laws over several 
decades, has recognized its respon- 
sibility for preservation of natural 
resources, the provision of ade- 
quate housing, protection from 

Continued on Page 7 
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A TIME FOR DOING 


The citizens of the United States 
are slowly becoming the cham- 
pions of “gobbledygook.” Perhaps 
we've already made it. Some even 
say that Russia is going to beat 
us in this race too. However, it’s 
high time that we stop for a mo- 
ment to ask ourselves “why so 
much talk, so many promises, so 
many words?” 

Right now, in our troubled 
world, we must resolve what are 
those basic values, principles and 
rights that are necessary to main- 
tain our freedoms and human dig- 
nity. Not only for our national 
purpose but for our architectural 
profession, our community and 
even for our family. 

Somehow these programs we 
determine rarely get started when 
it comes to assembling the “team.” 
This happens because we as indi- 
viduals dislike adjusting certain 
privileges and vested rights ac- 
quired over time, only because of 
basic insecurity concerning the un- 
knowns of the future. We prefer 
to hold on to what we are accus- 
tomed to; we are familiar with it; 
it’s safe! 

And so in order to play it safe, 
we use words, we complain, we 
question, we reserve our decisions, 
we abstain. Now if ever there was 
a time for doing. It is now! It is 
time for each and everyone of us 
to become fully alert, fully respon- 
sible as citizens, as architects to 
decide what we want, what we 
need, and to proceed to work to- 
ward these basic goals. 


Many may ask where we can 
look for direction. The directions 
are here—as long as one keeps his 
eyes open—to his responsibilities. 
There have been just recently the 
Columbia series, the League Sym- 
posiums and other lectures, arti- 
cles and programs. 

From these activities and re- 
ports should come a plan of ac- 
tion. Once these are determined 
we must rally to support them 
fully by active and dedicated 
participation. 

P.J.G. 


LETTERS ` NOEN, 


To the Editor: 


I read with interest Sibyl Moholy- 
Nagy’s letter in the last issue of 
Oculus (Vol. 32—No. 6) and while 
I do not deem it’s proper for me to 
enter the critical arguments con- 
cerning our design, I would like to 
have the record set straight on two 
matters of fact as follows: 

The area of the monument is 
not unsuited for heavy loads. Rock 
is present at an average of 60 feet 
below the surface suitable for the 
support of almost any loads. We 
and Ammann & Whitney, our 
structural engineers, view the sup- 
port of the monument as a very 
simple, uncomplicated and straight 
forward job. 

To my knowledge we have not 
made any statement concerning 
the illegibility of the lettering we 
propose to use. I believe that all 
the lettering will be completely 
and easily legible to the degree 
that it is on the other Washington 
monuments. Our letters at 8 inches 
and 11 inches in height are read- 
able at considerable distances. A 
look at the Fifth Avenue facade 
of the Public Library, the older 
buildings at Columbia University, 
etc., etc., will convince the most 
doubting. 

Wm. F. Pedersen 


“OTIOTE OF THE MONTH 


King Mohammed V of Morocco, 
who died recently, was credited 
with the following opinion: 
“Americans confuse education 
with wisdom. They confuse money 
with intelligence. They confuse sex 
with love. And they confuse 
plumbing with civilization. 


IMPROVING NEW YORK 


On behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Chapter member- 
ship, President Woodbridge sent to 
City Planning Commission Chair- 
man, James Felt, the following let- 
ter of commendation for the Com- 
mission’s action on the recent 
midtown Manhattan garage pro- 
posal: 


Dear Mr. Felt: 


The City Planning Commission’s re- 
jection of the proposal to build parking 
garages in midtown Manhattan reversed 
a trend which would have led to a traf- 
fic-choked central city, an eventual no- 
man’s land debilitated by the automobile. 

As architects who have studied and 
are deeply concerned with the develop- 
ment of our cities, we have seen first 
hand the consequences of haphazard, 
day-to-day planning which fails to take 
into consideration future needs and 
problems of an area. Ñ 

From our experiences we can say with 
certainty that the single most threaten- 
ing danger to the workings of our metro- 
politan hubs is the automobile. Unless 
it is controlled, it can choke and destroy 
these vital areas. We are particularly 
aware of this menace because we have 
been among the specialists called in to 
help revive central city districts 
strangled by traffic congestion; conges- 
tion that could have been predicted and 
prevented. 

Here in New York City we must be 
especially alert to the danger of traffic 
bottle-necks which can hamstring Man- 
hattan’s central business district. Our 
midtown area is the heart of the City. 
If it is to function in the best interests 
of those who live, work, do business, and 
play here, it must permit the free and 
ughanpercd circulation of people and 
goods. 

The construction of more garages in 
the center of the city will add to, not 
relieve, our traffic problems. It will en- 
courage the use of more private cars in 
midtown Manhattan and cause intoler- 
able congestion. 

We have found that for a city center 
to be vital and dynamic it must encour- 
age pedestrian, not automobile traffic. 
It is the movement of people that gives 
life to a city. Metropolitan areas de- 
signed to contribute to this mobility ex- 
perience healthy growth and contribute 
to the development of their surrounding 
areas. 

In refusing the applications for the 
proposed midtown garages, you and your 
fellow Committee members have made 
a priceless contribution to the well-being 
of our city. 

The New York Chapter of The Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects commends 
the Commission for its far-sighted and 
courageous action. It is only through in- 
telligent and long range planning that 
we can encourage the continued vitality 
and development of midtown Manhattan. 


Sincerely, 
FREDERICK J. WOODBRIDGE 
President, N. Y. Chapter AIA 


Mr. Felt’s reply follows: 


Dear Mr. Woodbridge: 


May I take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing my sincere thanks to the New 
York Chapter for their kind and 


Senate Bill 


Continued from Page 1 


water pollution, and assistance to | 


blighted downtown areas. 
A significant gap in this assump- 


tion of responsibility — and one | 


which tends to negate the value of 
such programs—has existed until 
now in governmental neglect of our 
growing urban problems. 

The interest of the nation’s ar- 
chitects in 8-345 lies primarily in 
its promise to fill this serious gap 
in the government’s program for 
restoration and effective develop- 
ment of our urban areas. Specific- 
ally, we see in this legislation an 
important means of relating trans- 
portation 
plan for community 
as a separate and isolated prob- 
lem. It does not generate itself, 
but derives from the uses of land 


for the design and construction of | 


buildings. To provide any commu- 
nity with the vitality, economic 
health, and beauty which are the 
goals of large-scale urban archi- 
tecture, efficient land use, access, 
storage, and movement of people 
and goods must be planned as ele- 
ments in a single problem. 

Especially praiseworthy in this 
legislation is its concept of plan- 
ning grants “for areas embracing 
several municipalities or other po- 
litical subdivisions.” The problems 
of effective transportation are not 
confined to single political entities 
within a metropolitan area. The 
social and economic health of an 
entire area depend upon the ra- 
tional and orderly development of 
the whole. 


AIA therefore favors the in- 
tent of S-845 to “authorize the 
Administrator of the Housing and 
Home Finance Agency to assist 
State and local governments and 
their public instrumentalities in 
planning and providing for neces- 
sary community facilities to pre- 
serve and improve essential mass 
transportation services in urban 
and metropolitan areas,” and com- 
mends its emphasis on the rela- 
tionship of mass transit develop- 
ment to “housing, urban renewal, 
and other land use developments 
in urban and metropolitan areas” 
and its proposal that such develop- 
ment be “an integral part of com- 
prehensive plans for the land use 
development of the area as a 
whole.” 


to the comprehensive © 
redevelop- | 
ment. Traffic cannot be considered | 


: 
| 
| 
| 
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Masterpiece Continued from Page 1 

The building contains some two 
hundred rooms and halls, and is 
noted for spacious reading rooms 
and attendant artwork. Perhaps 
the most famous are the lions 
flanking the main steps, created by 
Edward C. Potter. 
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Over some four million books, 
nine million manuscripts, fifty 
thousand phonograph records, a 
quarter million maps are con- 
tained in one of the largest re- 
search collections in the world. The 
original cost of the building was 


$9,000,000. 


MAY 1, 1961, Monday, 7:00 p.m., Rotunda of Low 


Memorial Library, Columbia University 

“Homage to Great Makers” 

Chairman: Professor Fitch, Columbia University 
Dinner for Dr. Gropius, Dr. Mies van der Rohe, Dr. 
LeCorbusier under the joint sponsorship of The 
American Institute of Architects—New York Chap- 
ter, Architectural League of New York, and Colum- 
bia Architectural Association—Cost of Ticket $16.00 


MAY 8, 1961, Monday, 5:15 p.m., Gallery A 


Lecture by Victor O. Schinnerer 

Insurance Consultant 

AIA Committee on Professional Insurance 
Topic: Professional Liability Insurance 


MAY 11, 1961, Thursday, 12:30 p.m., Gallery A 


School Committee Luncheon 
Speaker: Dean Charles R. Colbert 
Columbia University School of Architecture 


MAY 11, 1961, Thursday, 6:00 p.m., Brass Rail, 


521 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Hospital and Health Dinner Meeting 
Topic: “A Synopsis of the Planning of the New 
Bellevue Hospital Center 
Speaker: Mr. Albert B. Bauer, R.A. 
Director of Division of Buildings 
City of New York 
Department of Public Works 


MAY 17, 1961, Wednesday, 5:15 p.m., Gallery A 


Hospital and Health Discussion Group 

Film: “Positive Patient Safety through Simplified 
O. R. Nursing Techniques by American Cyanamid 
Co. and discussion with Miss M. V. Schwende- 
man, R.N., Nurse Consultant, American Cyanamid 


MAY 23, 1961, Tuesday, 5:15 p.m., Gallery A 


Technical Committee Lecture 

Speaker: Mr. Paul Weidlinger, Structural Engineer 

Topic: Aluminum and its Architectural Structural 
Application (The Emphasis is on Particularly 
Large Spans) 


JUNE 7, 1961, Wednesday, 12:30 p.m., Gallery A 


Annual Luncheon for the Election of Officers and 
Elective Committees 


COMMITTEE 


AGEL Vir sss 


House Consulting Committee 


Where are those Brownstones ? 


Mortimer Freehof, acting chair- 
man of the House Consulting Com- 
mittee would like members who 
are intersted in submitting their 
solutions for the competition of 
Brownstone renovations to get in 
touch with the committee. A ten- 
tative date of May 22 was set for 
judging entries, and Olindo Grossi 
has been asked to serve as chair- 
man of the jury. 

Glen Fowler of the New York 
Times attended a luncheon meet- 
ing of the House Consulting Com- 
mittee, which was reported to be 
a lively “give and take” affair. 
The committee suggested to Fow- 
ler that the Real Estate section of 
the Times has been showing the 
poorer side of Architecture. The 
meeting concluded with a promise 
from him that he will cooperate 
with the profession and attempt to 
publish the better side of architec- 
ture in the future. 


Legislative Commitiee 


Harry Rutkins, chairman of the 
Legislative Committee reported 
that the “Corporate Practice” bills 
were killed in the New York State 
Assembly and barring any last 
minute action on the part of the 
Senate, the bills are believed dead. 
As in previous years, the letters 
written to the legislators express- 
ing strong opposition to the meas- 
ures were instrumental in stopping 
the passage of these bills. 

A bill permitting the waiving of 
certain qualifications for the ar- 
chitects’ licensing requirements 
for persons who have practiced for 
more than 15 years, with the 
State Association’s recommenda- 
tions, was defeated. 

Another bill, permitting the 
open-type unenclosed parking 
structure or carport is being re- 
vised to include the New York 
State Association of Architects’ 
recommendations and is expected 
to be acted upon shortly. 

Chairman Rutkins informed the 
Committee that the Polytechnic In- 
stitute of Brooklyn has been re- 
tained by the New York Building 
Congress and other builder-con- 
tractor groups to study the neces- 
sity for revision of the New York 


by SHELDON LICHT 


Building Code. The study is ex- 
pected to include recommendations 
on the desirability of rewriting 
the code, the desirable type of 
code (performance vs. specifica- 
tion), code format, method of ac- 
complishment of any recommend- 
ed rewriting, estimated cost of 
rewriting and estimated time nec- 
essary for rewriting. 

Among the bills reviewed by the 
Committee was legislation on the 
corporate practice of engineers. 
This is definitely opposed by the 
New York State Society of Pro- 


fessional Engineers. In addition to 


this bill ‚there was legislation per- 
mitting any professional person to 
practice through partnership or 
corporation. This bill is also defi- 
nitely opposed since it would per- 
mit incorporation of all profes- 
sions. 


Office Practice Briefs 
Professional Liability Insurance: 


No longer being written by Fi- 
delity Casualty. Lloyds of London 
continues to write coverage above 
that normally covered. Continental 
Casualty (A.L.A recommended) 
continues to write this coverage. 


Plan Review by Insurance 
Rating Bureau: 


Submission of plans during 
working drawing phase to owner’s 
insurance representative may re- 
sult in lower insurance rates if 
suggestions made by them can be 
incorporated. 


Coordination of Architectural, 
Structural, Mechanical and 
Electrical Drawings: 


Some architectural offices re- 
quire submission of design sche- 
matics from consulting engineers 
in early stages of preliminary de- 
sign, and have found this to be 
very beneficial. 


Civic Design Committee 


Simon Breines, Civic Design 
Committee Chairman reviewed the 
progress of the sub-committees’ 
work and announced that sufficient 
headway had been made to war- 
rant Chapter meetings this spring 
on the city’s new Zoning Amend- 
ment, the Master Plan and on 
the Urban Renewal Program. 


STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS 


Cooper Union 


The Cooper Union Chapter has not 
been too active in the recent past. 
We are attempting however, a 
renaissance with the introduction 
of an annual Student-Faculty 
Conference. This year’s confer- 
ence was held at the Green Engi- 
neering Camp the weekend of 
April 15th. The topic was “What 
are we preparing for?” 

In the student vernacular, 
Cooper Union is known as a “com- 
muter school.” In this respect our 
extra curricular activities lack vi- 
tality due to extremely small re- 
sponses. Weekly meetings compete 
with lunch breaks, and so we have 
not been able to accomplish as 
much as desired. 

Our major asset however is our 
diversity, and we are confident 
that we can take advantage of 
this, through the annual confer- 
ences. We can bring to the discus- 
sions not only the prevailing moods 
of the school, but those of the 
varying environmental communi- 
ties within our city. The confer- 
ences moreover, will enable a large 
segment of the student body to 
meet and air their views with 
other students and the faculty. 


RICHARD CREAGH HEYDECKER, 
President 


R MEMBERSHIP 


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 


The New York Chapter extends its 
warmest welcome to the following new 
members: 
Corporate 
Thomas V. Di Carlo 
Eugene Meyers 


Melvin H, Smith 
Calvin MeCormick 


Marietta M. Meyers Earl H. Strunk 


Associate 


Judith Y. Newman 
Otto J. Schumm 
Charles E. Thomsen 


Dennis Jurow 
Jorge A. Foussats 
David H. P. Clarke 
Fred Jaros 


CANDIDATES 


Information regarding the qualifica- 
tions of the following candidates for 
membership will be considered confiden- 
tial by the Admissions Committee: 
Corporate 
Henry Stanley Dobiecki 
Maurice Warner Kley 
James S. Brown 
Daniel Chait 
Associate 


William James Dearden 

G. Peter Jennewein 
Stephen Alexander Kliment 
James Steward Polshek 


Sponsors: 
William Edward Caldwell ee Le 
{Olindo Grossi 
l Martin Schwartz 
R s 3 Morris Ketchum, Jr. 
Lucile Fonfara Young Robert T. Handren 


ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE 


Paul P. Sanzari 


APPOINTMENTS 
Education Student Chapter Committee.......John Arms 
Publications Committee ...cccccccccccsccsssesssnresenneed Sheldon Licht 


Jan V. White 
Younger Architects Committee 
Harold Edelman Norman Klein 
Joseph Fuller Julian Neski 
Bruce C. Graham Rolland Thompson 


